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80. Section 3.7.1 summarizes the surface water rights as
described in the McGregor Range Water Requirements and
Resources Assessment dated October 1998.  Additional
material from this document to include Table 6-1, Surface
Water Rights Associated with McGregor Range, and the
discussion of groundwater rights was included in the text of
Sections 3.7.1 and 3.7.2 of the final LEIS.  This new table
describes 17 surface water rights held by the federal
government, communities, and private individuals and
organizations.

81. Long-term use and practices that have sustained cattle
growers and other land uses on McGregor Range have
been recognized in the legislation regarding the current
withdrawal (PL 99-606) in that Section 3, Management of
Withdrawn Lands, provides for grazing, protection of wildlife
and wildlife habitat, control of predatory and other animals,
recreation, and the suppression of brush and range fires.
The Act also provides that all nonmilitary uses of withdrawn
land is subject to such conditions and restrictions as
necessary to permit the military use of such lands.  The
Army proposal for withdrawn land under each alternative
incorporates the BLM’s McGregor Range RMPA that
resulted from PL 99-606.  In this manner, these uses are
explicitly proposed for the forthcoming legislation.

82. Federal government planning is specific to each department
and as a result, is often unknown to other departments.  In
this LEIS, the Army has included as many actions of federal,
state, and local governments, as well as local organizations
as could be identified.  Those actions with sufficient
available information were included in the cumulative effects
discussion in Chapter 4 of the LEIS.
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83. The Army appreciates Otero County's comment and
considered it during preparation of the final LEIS.   It has
become a part of this public comment response document
for congressional review.  However, evaluation of the entire
southwest as a whole is beyond the scope of the NEPA
requirement relative to the renewal of the McGregor Range
military land withdrawal.

84. The Army appreciates Otero County's involvement in the
environmental analysis process for the renewal of the
McGregor Range military land withdrawal.  The Army will
continue to include Otero County in its development of
actions subject to public or agency coordination or review
under NEPA or the Federal Land Policy and Management
Act (FLPMA).
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